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residents to a sewer main. Wherever feasible, the City connects individual residents and
businesses to the sewer mains serving their area.

The City does this to minimize the lifecycle cost of the sewer collection system. We have
found the fewer pump stations, force mains and similar items are used in the system, the
lower the system’s long term operation and maintenance costs. We have found most of
our sewer collection system has a useful life of 40 years or more, while the pumps,
controls and other equipment need major servicing and repair several times during this
life cycle.

The assessments to property owners of $33,000 per lot for sewer and water is higher than
the assessments the City has incurred for Phase [ and 1I of the Long Lake improvement.
The assessment for a 150 foot lot in the Long Lake projects has been approximately
$20,000. This would include the sewer and water mains along with the services stubbed
out to the edge of the property for the property owner to connect to and restoration of the
road.

The City Assessment Policy includes a general cost sharing of the expenses with
residents. Residents were not assessed for the full cost of the sewer and water when these
services were extended around Detroit Lake or in Phases | and 11 of the Long Lake
improvements.

Both reports include a significant connection fee to be able to connect to the City’ sewer
system; the City’s current connect fee is $35 for water and $35 for sewer.

The design information for the small community water system purposed seems to be
substantially different than would be provided by the City. The City’s system includes
treatment of the water for iron and manganese, which may be required. The City would
also provide adequate volume and pressure to meet fire flow requirements for the area
being served.

We hope these comments will be of assistance to you. As we mentioned in our previous
letter we would be happy to meet with the Watershed District, Townships, Lake
Associations or other groups to discuss the provision of water and sewer to these area. If
you have any questions for us, please let me know.

Sincerely

Bob Louiseau
City Administrator

cc: Mayor Buboltz
Council Members
Curt Punt, Utilities Superintendent
Gary Nansen, Ulteig Engineering





