
2007 WATER QUALITY  REPORT        FLOWERING RUSH IN THE DETROIT LAKES AREA 

Flowering Rush was introduced into 
Curfman Lake (Deadshot Bay) in the mid-
мфтлΩǎΣ ǇǊƻōŀōƭȅ ŀǎ ŀ ǎƘƻǊŜƭƛƴŜ  ƭŀƴŘπ
scaping plant. It quickly spread around 
/ǳǊŦƳŀƴ ŀƴŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ мфулΩǎ ǿŀǎ ŎƻƴǎƛŘπ
ered a  major nuisance on Big and Little 
Detroit.   Since that time the Detroit in-
festations have intensified moved down-
stream  through the Pelican River 
through lakes Sallie and Melissa,  reach-
ing at least as far as Buck Lake in 2008.     
 
A perennial aquatic  species,  Flowering 
Rush (Butomus umbellatus) was brought 
to North America from Eurasia as an   
ornamental plant.   It has stems up to six 
feet,  and pink flowers.   It grows primar-
ily as an emergent aquatic plant,  but is 
also  found submerged,  and even on dry 
land along shorelines.   

Why is  Flowering Rush a problem? 
 

Like many exotic species,  Flowering Rush is extremely invasive,  displacing native plants,  thereby altering native 
ecosystems,  and reducing fish-spawning habitat for sunfish, blue-gills,  crappies, and walleyes.  It may encourage 
ǘƘŜ ŀŎŎǳƳǳƭŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǎƴŀƛƭǎ ǿƘƛŎƘ ŎŀǊǊȅ ǎǿƛƳƳŜǊΩǎ ƛǘŎƘΦ ¢ƘŜ Ǉƭŀƴǘ ƎǊŜŀǘƭȅ ƛƴǘŜǊŦŜǊŜǎ ǿƛǘƘ ǎǿƛƳƳƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ōƻŀǘƛƴƎΦ    

A heavily infested  Big Detroit shoreline.    
Note the  flowering plants in shallower water. 

Flowering rush plants grow from corms or rhizomes.  Each of      
the very tiny roots is capable of generating a new plant colony.  


